THE ANSWER TO THE  INJURED LADY       IOS

<

matter In short, Madam, I have good reasons to think you
were betrayed to it by the pernicious counsels of some about
you. For to my certain knowledge, several of your tenants
and servants, to whom you have been very kind, are as
arrant rascals as any in the Country. I cannot but observe
what a mighty difference there is in one particular between
your Ladyship and your rival Having yielded up your
person, you thought nothing else worth defending, and
therefore you will not now insist upon those very conditions
for which you yielded at first But your Ladyship cannot
be ignorant, that some years since your nval did the same
thing, and upon no conditions at all 9 nay, this gentleman
kept her as a miss, and yet made her pay for her diet and
lodging.1 But, it being at a time when he had no steward,
and his family out of order, she stole away, and hath now got
the trick very well known among the women of the town, to
grant a man the favour over night and the next day have the
impudence to deny it to his face But, it is too late to re-
proach you with any former oversights, which cannot now
be rectified. I know the matters of fact as you relate them
are true and fairly represented. My advice therefore is this.
Get your tenants together as soon as you conveniently can,
and make them agree to the following resolutions.

Firs^ That your family and tenants have no dependence
upon the said gentleman, further than by the old agreement,
which obligeth you to have the same steward, and to regu-
late your household by such methods as you should both
agree to.2

Secondlyr, That you will not carry your goods to the market
of his town, unless you please, nor be hindered from carry-
ing them anywhere else.3

Thirdly', That the servants you pay wages to shall live at
home, or forfeit their places.4

Fourthly, That whatever lease you make to a tenant, it
shall not be in his power to break it.5

1  The subjugation of Scotland by Cromwell     [S.]

2  That is to say, to interpret Poymng's law in the spirit in which it
was enacted, and give to Iieland the right to make its own laws   [T. S ]

3  Fiee trade and the lepeal of the Navigation Act     [T. S.]

4  Office-holders should not be absentees.    [T. S.]

5  That the land laws of Ii eland shall be free from interference by